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Positionality and Reflexivity in Sensitive Contexts 

Case studies from Nigeria



Reflexivity: 

- Questioning and challenging one's own thoughts and 
beliefs.

- Reflexive effort = taking into consideration our 
personal views opinions and biases. 

Positionality: 

- Understanding of ourselves, who we are, what we 
bring to our research and how our identity may shape 
our work.

- Depends on social status, gender, race…
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Positionality and Reflexivity are relevant tools for:

- Critical analysis of power relations

- Decolonization of research
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Collective reflections on positionality

Questioning, individually and collectively: 

• our image, self-perception, social status, gender…

•  how our presence is understood in the field and what 

it triggers. 

• our place in the power relations at work within

Academia
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Trans-Islam project: 
Transborder religious dynamics 
religieuses between Niger and 
Nigéria

Team of 7 reseachers
Niger, Nigeria, UK
 and France 
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Studying religious movements from a crossborder 
perspective
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The Bukavu Series, 2020
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Reversed fieldwork and ubiquity of research

• ex situ approach: desk-based research, mostly 

conducted by academics working remotely 

•  in situ approach: collection of empirical data on the 

ground 
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Studying Human trafficking for sexual exploitation 
from Nigeria to Europe

PACKING project:
Team of 7 researchers 
Nigeria, Italy and France

Collective Report, Ecpat France, 180 p
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